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SP Mookerjee Martyrdom Day observed in Kashmir
PNS | New Delhi

Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee, who had attained martyrdom
in a Srinagar jail on June 23, 1953 for demanding complete
merger of Kashmir with the rest of India, was remembered by
selected intellectuals in Srinagar at a national seminar
dedicated to his memory. It was for the first time in many
years that such a function was organised in Srinagar.

The seminar, Rising India ! Challenges of a troubled
neighbourhood, was inaugurated by former Army chief

General VP Malik. Eminent editor MJ Akbar, Prof Riyaz Punjabi, Vice Chancellor of Kashmir University,
Ambassador TCA Rangachari, Lt Gen Aditya Singh and Maj or General Vinod Saighal were the
participants.

A galaxy of leaders from various walks of life in Srinagar, faculty and students from Kashmir University
and Islamic University, intellectuals and officers attended the seminar, according to a statement here.

The programme began with lighting of the lamp and singing of the National Anthem. It was pointed out by
the local participants that even the National Anthem was sung perhaps for the first time after many years
in any public function in Srinagar.

Bal Apte, president of Dr Syama Prasad Research Foundation, welcomed the guests and expressed
satisfaction on having the day observed in Srinagar. Tarun Vijay, Director, gave a vivid introduction to Dr
Mookerjee"s illustrious life and underlined the significance of the day being observed in Srinagar.

Gen VP Malik said that challenges of China and Pakistan can be met with a strong India ! which is strong
economically, socially and militarily.

MJ Akbar said that India cannot be said to be rising unless Muslims also get into the mainstream of
progress. He said like Hindus had reforms from within, Muslims must also change for a better social
dynamics, adding India is secular not because of the 15 per cent Muslim minority but because of the
Hindu majority. He also said that Muslim women"s progress alone can define Islam"s progressive face.

Prof Riyaz Punjabi, vice chancellor of Kashmir University, welcomed the idea of such a high-level
seminar in Srinagar and said that only youth can take India ahead with a secular, non-sectarian vision and
modern outlook.

Lt Gen Aditya Singh and Maj Gen Vinod Saighal spoke about creating awareness regarding challenges
from China and Pakistan and asked to create an awareness about China amongst people. Ambassador
Rangachari gave descriptive details of the present status of India-China relations and underlined the
need to learn Chinese and get acquainted with the latest Chinese affairs creating an atmosphere of
mutual trust.
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The programme has been hailed as a milestone in creating bridges and removing fear psychosis
regarding Kashmir.

Amongst those who attended the seminar were Ashok Bhatt, Speaker Gujarat Assembly, KG Bopiah,
Speaker of Karnataka Assembly, Ram Lal, all India general secretary (Organisation) BJP, Shamsher
Singh Manhas, president J&K State BJP, Sufi Yusuf, vice president J&K BJP, Chandra Prakash Ganga,
vice president J&K BJP, Jugal Kishore , BJP MLA, Manohar Lal, organising secretary, north zone BJP,

!India facing Pak"s proxy war in Afghan"
Contributed by Administrator
Wednesday, 23 June 2010
Hakeem Irfan

Srinagar, June 23: Former Indian Army chief General (Retd) V P Malik
Wednesday said New Delhi was facing proxy war with Islamabad in
Afghanistan and fighting it in New Delhi.

Addressing a seminar on #Rising India - Challenges of a Troubled
Neighbourhood&rsquo; at SKICC here, Malik said: The people and
government of Pakistan are not a threat to India but the PakistanArmy is.

The seminar was organised by a front of the pro-Hindutva Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh Dr Shayama Prasad Mookherjee Research
Foundation' here to commemorate Mookherjee"s death anniversary.

"Afghanistan is vital to India's interest. We need to have an open policy with the country. India is fighting
proxy war with
Pakistan not only within the country but also in Afghanistan," said Gen Malik. &ldquo;Pakistan Army is a
threat to India
and we need to be conscious of it. Chances of peace will increase when the democratic political
leadership of Pakistan will have a total control over ISI.

About China&rsquo;s increasing influence in the region and at the global level, Gen Malik said:
&ldquo;India has to be cautious. China is being more assertive and is exploiting our appeasement. This
way it will grow more and get strengthened. Although all political initiatives are welcome, we have to see
that there are many pending disputes with China. We are also in a dilemma about China's benchmark of
thinking when they talk about their country as a geographical unit."

He said the internal security challenge was a direct result of over emphasising on diversity and vote bank
politics. "The Maoist problem, the demand for Telangana, Maharashtra for Maharashtrians, we cannot
concede to all this. We cannot empower citizens of India by diminishing the country," said Gen Malik.
Speaking on the occasion noted journalist M J Akbar criticised the notion of rising India. "Is India rising at
eight per cent growth or eight per cent of India rising."

He said the concept of majority and minority depended on empowerment. "Brahimins make only two
percent of population in India but they never consider themselves as minority. After the political
depression in 19th century, Muslims continue to struggle in India. The upliftment of Muslim community
depends on Muslim women in India who has been made a slave by the religious preachers."
Akbar said the Muslims in India never voted for development. &ldquo;They always voted for fear.&rdquo;
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Calling for understanding China on preferential basis, Ambassador T C A Rangachari said: &ldquo;To
understand China, people should learn Chinese language. Kashmir University should have a facility of
teaching Chinese. China is growing at a fast pace but they don't want the world to feel their growth.
About the issue of water power in the subcontinent, Rangachari said: &ldquo;We can work with China
about the rivers flowing into the subcontinent and take Pakistan and Bangladesh along.

Vice Chancellor of the University of Kashmir Riyaz Punjabi stressed on the need of strengthening
SAARC. We have to defeat jingoism in all forms and promote peace and friendship. There is no other
alternative.About the Indus Water Treaty, Punjabi said: &ldquo;Without taking Jammu and Kashmir into
confidence, (Jawaharlal) Nehru unilaterally signed the treaty. Due to this treaty J&K is suffering on the
developmental front. Rejecting war as an option to diffuse crisis, Major Gen (Retd) Vinod Sehgal
said:Even if one more 26/11 occurs, war is no option. It is time of soft power. India is fighting on five fronts
with Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, China and the fifth and the most dangerous one is our own
governance.

Major Gen Sehgal said: One hundred fifty three parliament members have criminal records. Fifty per cent
of people in State assemblies are criminals. Instead of being the watchdog police has become the lapdog
of state chief ministers to hound their opponents. This too is a huge challenge.

Director Dr Shayama Prasad Mookherjee Research Foundation and BJP spokesperson, Tarun Vijay
said: "We have come to say hello to Kashmiri youth. We also visited Kashmir University to meet the youth.
Prof Riyaz Punjabi represents ethos of India and has revolutionised Kashmir University."
About the recent killing of youth in Kashmir, Vijay said: My heart bleeds for both security personnel killed
and any national of India being killed.

Thu,24 Jun 2010

Peerzada Ashiq,
Srinagar, June 23, 2010

In a rare seminar in the Valley, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Wednesday observed the martyrdom
day of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) ideologue Shyama Prasad Mukherjee at Srinagar's Sher-i-
Kashmir International Convention Centre (SKICC).

Mukherjee, who died under mysterious circumstances in a Jammu jail in 1953 during the SheikhAbdullah
regime, favoured complete integration of Jammu and Kashmir with rest of the country.

$It's not a matter of controversy. It's a matter of opinion. We are democracy and people hold different
opinions over issues,%BJP spokesman Tarun Vijay told the Hindustan Times in reply to a question about
holding the function at a convention centre named afterAbdullah.

Expressing pleasure and gratitude to people of Kashmir, Vijay said the objective of the function was to
reach out to the youth of Kashmir. $Things have improved here and we have come with the message of
peace for them. We want to initiate a dialogue with the youth here,%said Vijay.

The function was organised by the Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Foundation, which came into existence

RSS ideologue Mukherjee's martyrdom day
observed in Kashmir
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last year and works as a think tank for the party. It is headed by Tarun Vijay, the longest serving chief editor
of the RSS' mouthpiece Panchjanya.

The speakers at the function --- included Gen (retd) V.P Malik, former army chief, well-know journalist M.J
Akbar, Kashmir University V-C Riyaz Ounjabi, former ambassador TCA Rangachari, Lt Gen (retd) Aditya
Singh and Maj Gen (retd) Vinod Saighal --- set a tone of reconciliation and peace with Pakistan.

$There is not alternative to love. We want peace with our neighbours,%said the BJP spokesman at the
seminar with the theme 'India Rising &Challenges of a troubled neighbourhood'

Major General (retd) Vinod Saighal stressed the need to have peace with Pakistan. $In 1990, I said war is
no option. It would be a physical suicide for Pakistan, economic suicide for India and a catastrophe for
South Asia,%Saighal said. He added: if there is another 26/11 type incident, still war is no option &not for
India or SouthAsia%.

Saighal said the biggest challenge faced by India is mis-governance.

Kashmir University V-C too set a reconciliation tone viz-a-viz Pakistan and sought a dialogue process. $If
dialogue in not possible but we can have cultural and educational dialogue with our neighbours,%said
Punjabi, whom Vijay described as a person $who represents the ethos of India%and has $revolutionized
the atmosphere%at Kashmir University.

No mainstream political part participated in the seminar. Even the invitee Peoples Democratic Party
leader Muzaffar Hussein Baigh didn't show up saying $he was ill%.

The former army chief ruled out peace with Pakistan till its intelligence agency is not reined in. $Pakistan's
Inter Service Intelligence (ISI) should be taken over by democratic institutions and political leadership.
Our enemy is not Pakistan. It is Pakistan army,%he added.

Highlighting strengths of India and weaknesses of Pakistan, renowned journalist M J Akbar said: $The
Idea of India is stronger than India and the idea of Pakistan is weaker than Pakistan.%

Separatists have reacted sharply to the function. $They (BJP) are trying to gain some political benefit out
of it. It is like army's Operation Sadbhawna. On the one hand they kill people and on the other try to reach
out to the masses. But people know what they are up to?%said moderate All Parties Hurriyat Conference
chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.

http://jknewspoint.com/newsdet.aspx?q=6493
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S  r  i  n  a  g  a  r , J  u  n  e 2  3
A history was created at Srinagar when Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee' who had attained martyrdom in a
Srinagar jail on June 23rd 1953 for demanding complete merger of Kashmir with rest of India,was
remembered by a selected intellectual elite in Srinagar in a national seminar dedicated to his memory.

First time in Kashmir, Mookerjee martyrdom observed
Strong India alone can face neighbours' challenges; Gen

V P Malik, former army chief



The seminar was on the theme -Rising India-Challenges of a troubled neighbourhood. It was inaugurated
by former army chief Gen.V.P.Malik. Eminent editor M.J.Akbar, Prof. Riyaz Punjabi, vice-chancellor,
Kashmir University, Ambassador TCA Rangachari,Lt. Gen. Aditya Singh ,Maj. Gen Vinod Saighal were
distinguished participants. A galaxy of leaders from various walks of life in Srinagar, faculty and students
from Kashmir University and Islamic University, intellectuals and officers attended the seminar which was
h u g e l y d e c o r a t e d w i t h t h e p i c t u r e s o f D r . S y a m a P r a s a d M o o k e r j e e .
The programme began with lighting of the lamp before the pictures of Bharat Mata and Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee by all dignitaries and singing of the national anthem. It was pointed out by the local participants
that even the national anthem was sung perhaps for the first time after many years in any public function
in Srinagar. Bal Apte President of Dr. Syama Prasad Research Foundation welcomed the guests and
Tarun Vijay , Director gave a vivid introuction to Dr. Mookerjee's illustrious life and underlined the
significance of the day being observed in Srinagar. Gen. Ved Malik said that challenges of China and
Pakistan can be met with a strong India-which is strong economically, socially and militarily.
M.J.Akbar spell bound the audience with his sharp remarks and said that India can't be said to be rising
unless Muslims also get into the mainstream of progress. He said like Hindus had reforms from within,
Muslims must also change for a better social dynamics. He said that India is secular not because of the
fifteen percent Muslim minority but because of the Hindu majority.He also said that Muslim women's
p r o g r e s s a l o n e c a n d e f i n e I s l a m ' s p r o g r e s s i v e f a c e .
He said that Koran says 'to each his own' meaning freedom of thought. Prof. Riyaz Punjabi, vice-
chancellor of Kashmir University welcomed the idea of such a high level seminar in Srinagar and said that
only youth can take India ahead with a secular, non-sectarian vision and modern outlook.

Lt. Gen Aitya Singh and Maj. Gen. Vinod Saighal spoke about creating awareness regarding challenges
from China and Pakistan and asked to create an awareness about China amongst people. Ambassador
Rangachari gave descriptive details of the present status of India-China relations and underlined the
need to learn Chinese and get acquainted with the latest Chinese affairs creating an atmosphere of
m  u  t  u  a  l t  r  u  s  t  .
The programme has been hailed as a milestone in creating bridges and removing fear psychosis
r  e  g  a  r  d  i  n  g K  a  s  h  m  i  r .
Amongst those luminaries who attended the seminar were Ashok Bhatt, speaker Gujarat assembly, K.G.
Bopiah Speaker Karnataka Assembly, Shri Ram Lal, all India Gen. Secy. (Organisation) BJP, Shamsher
Singh , president J&K state BJP, large number of students and teachers. Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Secretary of
the Foundation andArun Singh, trustee welcomed the guests.
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Valleyites pay tributes to Shyama Prasad
For first time after many years, national anthem was

sung in public function

EARLYTIMES REPORT

Jammu, June 23 : For the first time, a history was created when Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, who had
attained martyrdom in a Srinagar jail on June 23rd, 1953 for demanding complete merger of Kashmir with
rest of India, was remembered by a selected intellectual elite in Srinagar at a national seminar, here today.
The seminar on -Rising India-Challenges of a troubled neighbourhood was inaugurated by former army
chief Gen.V.P.Malik.
Eminent editor M.J. Akbar, Prof. Riyaz Punjabi, vice chancellor, Kashmir University, Ambassador TCA
Rangachari, Lt.Gen.Aditya Singh , Maj. Gen Vinod Saighal were distinguished participants.
A galaxy of leaders from various walks of life, faculty and students from Kashmir University and Islamic
University, intellectuals and officers attended the seminar which was hugely decorated with the pictures
of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee.The programme began with lighting of the lamp by all dignitaries and
singing of the national anthem.
It may be pertinent mentioning here that it was for the first time after Kashmir imbrogolio that the national
anthem was sung in any public function in Srinagar.
Shri Bal Apte, President, Dr. Shyama Prasad Research Foundation welcomed the guests and Shri Tarun
Vijay , Director gave a vivid introduction of Dr. Mookerjee's illustrious life and underlined the significance
of the day being observed in Srinagar.
Gen. Malik said that challenges of China and Pakistan can be met with a strong India-which is strong
economically, socially and militarily.
M.J.Akbar spell bound the audience with his sharp remarks and said that India can't be said to be rising
unless Muslims also get into the mainstream of progress. He said like Hindus had reforms from within,
Muslims must also change for a better social dynamics. He said that India is secular not because of the
fifteen percent Muslim minority but because of the Hindu majority.He also said that Muslim women's
progress alone can define Islam's progressive face. He said that Koran says 'to each his own' meaning
freedom of thought.
Lt. GenAditya Singh and Maj. Gen. Vinod Saighal spoke about creating awareness regarding challenges
from China and Pakistan and asked to create an awareness about China amongst people. Ambassador
Rangachari gave descriptive details of the present status of India-China relations.
Amongst those luminaries who attended the seminar were Shri Ashok Bhatt, speaker Gujarat assembly,
Shri K.G. Bopiah Speaker Karnataka Assembly, Shri Ram Lal, all India Gen. Secy.
(Organisation)BJP,Shri Shamsher Singh , President J&K state BJP, large number of students and
teachers. Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Secretary of the Foundation and Shri Arun Singh, trustee welcomed the
guests.
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Wednesday 24th Jun 2010
Pak has no sympathy with Indian Muslims: MJ Akbar
Response to Chinese aggression timid: Malik
From Aamir Khan

SRINAGAR, June 23: FormerArmy chief Gen (Retd) V P Malik today said response of the Government of
India to the "aggression" from China had always been "timid" and that the Centre had followed a policy of
"appeasement" in dealing with the neighbouring country.

Gen Malik said the Government of India followed a policy of "appeasement" and its response had always
remained "timid" while dealing with the Chinese "aggression.%

He was speaking at a seminar "Rising India- Challenges of a Troubled Neighbourhod," which was
orgainised on the eve of "Mookerjee Martyrdom Day" here in the city.

Incidentally, it was the first seminar ever held in the summer capital on the founder president of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee's death anniversary that was organised by the
Research Foundation named after the leader revered by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
Gen Malik further said the Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) between India and China had not
worked in the past because of the neighbouring country's "changing stance" on the boundary issue
between the two countries.

He said the "turbulent neighbours" of the country were not only harming India but were also causing more
harm to themselves besides the subcontinent and entire SouthAsia.
Stating that the Naxal issue was affecting 200 districts of various Indian States, Gen Malik urged the
political parties to downplay their regional, communal and caste based politics in this regard as the issue
was threatening integrity of the country.

Speaking on the occasion, chairman and Editor-in-Chief of Sunday Guardian, M JAkbar underscored the
need of participation of the minorities in development of the country as he asserted that the Muslims,
Dalits and other minorities should be a part of "Rising India.%

Stating that Pakistan had "no interest or sympathy" with the Muslims of India, he said the presence of
prosperous Muslims in the country "denies the need" for Pakistan.

Vice-chancellor Kashmir University Prof. Riyaz Punjabi, who chaired the seminar, said India had to play a
major role as the emerging power ofAsia in the changing world scenario.

National spokesperson of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Director of Dr Shyama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation, Tarun Vijay, Lt. Gen. (Retd) Aditya Singh, Maj. Gen. (Retd) Vinod Saighal and
Ambassador TCARangachari also spoke on the occasion.

The speakers paid tributes to Dr. Mookerjee on his death anniversary and also threw light on his life and
contributions. Various Kashmiri cultural and musical programmes were also performed on the occasion.

Dr. Mookerjee was born in Calcutta on July 6, 1901 and founded the Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1951. He
was arrested after entering Kashmir valley in 1953 and died on June 23 in the same year here in the city
while in custody. Dr. Mookerjee's death in custody had led to demands for an independent enquiry into the
incident across the country.
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Need to strengthen democracy in Pak, says Gen Malik
Tribune News Service & PTI

Srinagar, June 23
Former Chief of the Army Staff, General V P Malik (retd), said here today that India was engaged in a
proxy war with Pakistan not only in the country but also in Afghanistan and stressed the need for
strengthening democracy in Pakistan.

He was speaking at a seminar, $Rising India- Challenges of a Troubled Neighbourhood%,organised by
the Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Memorial here today.

The former Army Chief stressed the need for having a political, social and economic power to avoid
votebank politics, which, in turn, led to serious problems like the Maoist menace.
$Our enemy is not Pakistan or its people%,he said, and added the Pakistan Army had $vested
interests%in the continuance of the trouble. There was need to strengthen the democratic process in
Pakistan through talks.

He pointed out that Pakistan was dependent on China for nuclear technology and smaller arms.
$Pakistan is facing very serious political, social and economic challenges%, Malik said, and added that
its economic problem was more serious.
Referring to the challenges India was facing as compared to its neighbouring countries like Pakistan,
Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka, the former Army Chief held that India had risen, particularly during the
past 25 years. $India would have arisen faster than China, but the troubled neighbourhood has
affected our rise%, he said. The country had unresolved issues with China and Pakistan. Stating that
the challenge faced by Muslims in India is not a challenge of numbers but of power,noted journalist
M.J.Akbar said India would rise only if everyone in the country was part of $rising India%.
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FIRST TIME IN THE HISTORY

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Martyrdom Day
observed in SRINAGAR (Kashmir)

National Seminar on Rising India


